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EDITOR’S NOTE

This is my first month as Editor for our Newsletter and I would just like to say a big thank you to Sue for her sterling work over the last two years and her willingness to continue helping me to produce it. As it relies on members contributions, can I make a plea to you all to send as many articles, news, info, ideas etc as you can, so we can keep the newsletter as a monthly and not a bi-monthly. Please continue to send all contributions to the email address at the bottom of the page. May I finish by wishing you all a very happy new year.

Peter Hoyles


SEAMS NEW YEAR CRANK UP AT HURST FARM

This year the club was invited back to Hurst Farm for their annual New Year Event. Our hosts Paul & Jackie did not disappoint us! Much progress has been made with the Museum building and the large Hornsby that proved problematical last year, performed impeccably this time. Also on show was Paul’s latest acquisition, a large Robey horizontal diesel (I shall look forward to seeing that run next year, Paul), a Tangye oil engine under restoration and numerous other smaller engines, tools and ephemera. Thanks to the family and helpers, especially Adrian, John, Malcolm and Pete Hoyles, the site had been cleared to allow us space for parking. Remember this is a working farm, and was open to the public so this event is an inconvenience business wise, however the welcome is always warm and Jackie, Mandy and their helpers ensured that no one went home on an empty stomach with hot soup, mince pies and cake as well as teas and coffees. Thank you Ladies.
There were noticeably less club engines on display and when I look back to 2007, the last time I attended Ardingly, then the difference is marked. This event is run for the benefit of us members and to me at least makes a fitting end to the Christmas Break. 
It was good to see the number of members that attended as visitors, either senior folk or those unable to endure the day for health reasons. We all had a good natter anyway. I am also pleased to report we had a visitor, Mike Lowe, all the way from the Home Counties with his lovely Woodpecker engine that I know a few folk would have liked to take home!

Mark Tewkesbury







SAD NEWS

It’s another sad report to say that a very good friend of mine and of many others on the rally scene passed away a couple of weeks before Christmas. He was Ralph Woolhouse. I have known Ralph for a very long time, seeing him at most shows I went to in this area, he was always a very happy person who used to put on a good working display with his engine always driving a bit of machinery. He used go to the club meetings a lot, but he recently had found that moving engines around was too much for him. He died of a heart attack, but what I did not know was that he had suffered from heart problems for most of his life. A sad loss for all that knew him.

Ian Sampson

                                                                                                    
A NEW EVENT FOR 2011 - SADDLESCOMBE FARM - SUNDAY APRIL 17TH

No doubt as reported elsewhere in this issue, S.E.A.M.S have a new venue this year and one that I am quite looking forward to. So to whet your appetite, here is a brief description. 
Saddlescombe Farm lies in the valley of the same name just to the east of Devils Dyke and part of the South Downs Way. It is accessed from the aptly named Saddlescombe Road that crosses the Downs from the A281 roundabout near Poynings to the junction with the A27 and Hove. There has been a settlement at least since the 12th Century when the Knights Templar acquired the land and sunk the 54m well into the aquifer underneath. Later in the 16th Century, a Donkey Wheel was added to aid water extraction and happily this survives as a now rare example of a once common Sussex sight. The present hamlet mainly dates from the Victorian era with several workers cottages grouped around the older sprawling barns and sheds. There is also a farm pond, a valuable asset in times past. The site reminds me of Coombes, another downland Farm where the Sussex & Kent Group have a gas up, except that Coombes has moved with the times, as it is still a working establishment whereas Saddlescombe is frozen in time. I believe it was last used commercially in the 1960’s before being acquired by the National Trust as a base for its Rangers and Wardens for the nearby Devil’s Dyke. Happily in recent times more use has been made of the site and twice a year open days are held. I last visited in 2004 on a lovely spring day. The farm had been brought to life with a few token animals and craftsmen. A wheelwright and carpenter were in attendance demonstrating their skills to the many curious visitors from the area. Teas and Cakes where available but I believe there is now a good catering outlet on site for walkers throughout the year.
Let’s hope S.E.A.M.S can put on a really good working display of the type created at Singleton. I can assure you, if the weather is nice, this is truly a superb place to be.

Mark Tewkesbury


S.E.A.M.S CLUB POLO SHIRTS

We still have some polo shirts for S.E.A.M.S club members available. If you are interested, please contact Jon on 07970 163 982


MEMBERSHIP

Just a reminder, that if you haven’t already renewed your membership please do so ASAP to continue receiving the newsletter and to be covered by insurance.


 (
Bamford Corn Mill
Fully restored
£125
For more information call Ian on 07850 209401
) (
Clark Power Petrol Inverter Generator
1000w
Cost New £330 
Hardly used
£200 
Call Peter Hoyles on 07931 306135 (selling for a friend)
 300306135(selling for friend)
)FOR SALE






MEETINGS
 (
S.E.A.M.S Meeting
Friday 21
st
 January 2011-01-09
Warnham village hall
8pm
Speaker Jon Foster
)




EVENTS 
	Date
	Event

	March 20th
	Hassocks gas up

	April 24th
	Easter gas up (to be confirmed)

	May 2nd
	Amberley Museum Engine day

	May 14/15th
	Mills open weekend

	May 22nd
	Coach trip to Dover (to be continued)

	May 28/29/30th
	Cuckoo Rally at Laughton

	May 30th 
	Staplefield Classic Show and Country Fair

	June 11/12th 
	WAPG Steam and Country Show at Oare in Wiltshire

	June 18/19th 
	SCHVPT Show at Gabrial’s Farm, Edenbridge

	July 9/10th 
	Ardingly Classic and Vintage Show

	July 30/31st 
	Kingsley Steam and Vehicle Show

	July 30/31st 
	Ringmer Steam Rally

	August 6/7th 
	Seddlescome nr Hasting Vintage Show (to be confirmed)

	August 13/14th 
	Bluebell Vintage Vehicle Show with stationary engines on platform

	August 21st 
	Cranleigh Classic Car Show + Engines?

	August 27/28/29th 
	Rudgwick Steam and Country Show

	September 10/11th 
	Heyshott Country Show (to be confirmed)

	September 17/18th 
	Fishers Farm S.E.A.M.S show

	September 24/25th 
	Kingsfold Rally



 
Web:   www.seams-stationaryengclub.co.uk
Email:    seamsclub@hotmail.co.uk
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